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ABOUT US AND ABOUT OUR RELATIVES. 1ninewn% — The word 1n72Mm% means

about our families. 1w77m. - Its midrashic interpretation is: uvmong wy oy — Even the
type of wood of our cribs 111% %) — he revealed to us.!

015 1321 — AND WE TOLD HIM nK) ax 2% vy — that we have a father and a brother 2

O nyxiT D377 0

Y — ACCORDING TO THESE WORDS, bxy R nm‘:.sw wmby — According to his

questions that he asked, 1% uppyT — we had to tell,

him? fpa — as

USRS

- 35. 199;\&'1! — This means 1483 "Wp ~ his tied-up packet of money.

36. pnY2wW \NR — IAM THE ONE WHOM YOU BEREAVED. mbn — This teaches us 1'nvm:’ -_ t:::ﬁz
was suspicious of them, - 1M Xy — that they might have killed [Simeon] 33130 iX

they had done to Joseph 3

— is called
Onnbow — YOUBEREAVED, - D'iax wiaw mbs — Whoever’s sons are missing ‘mw n-r: ise
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The brothers
request that
Jacob send
Benjamin

to Egypt

35 Then, as they were emptying their sacks, behold! — every man'’s bundle of
money was in his sack. When they and their father saw their bundles of money,
they were terrified. * 3¢ Their father Jacob said to them, “I am the one whom you
bereaved! Joseph is gone, Simeon is gone, and now you would take away
Benjamin? Upon me has it all fallen!”

37 Then Reuben told his father, saying, “You may slay my two sons zf I fall to
bring him back to you. Put him in my care and I will return him to you.’

38 But he said, “My son shall not go down with you, for his brother is dead and
he alone is left. Should disaster befall him on the journey which you shall take,
then you will have brought down my hoariness in sorrow to the grave."

he famine was severe in the land. 2 When they had finished eating the

provisions which they had brought from Egypt their father said to them, “Go
back, buy us some food.” 3 But Judah told him, saying, “The man sternly
warned us saying, ‘Do not see my face unless your brother is with you.’ 4 If you
are ready to send our brother with us, we will go down and buy you food. > But
if you do not send, we will not go down, for the man said to us, ‘Do not see my
face unless your brother is with you." "

§ Then Israel said, "Why did you treat me so ill by tellzng the man that you had
another brother?"

7 And they said, “The man persistently asked -about us and our relatives
saying, ‘Is your father still alive? Have you a brother?’ and we responded to him
according to these words; could we possibly have known that he would say,
‘Bring your brother down'?”"

8 Then Judah said to Israel his father, “Send the lad with me, and let us arise
and go, so we will live and not die, we as well as you as well as our children. _

e —————

2 Twill personally guarantee him;* of my own hand you can demand him. If |
do not bring him back to you and stand him before you, then | will have sinned”
to you for all time. 1° For had we not delayed, by now we could have returmned
fwice.”

1 [srael their father said to them, “If it must be so, then do this: Take of the
land’s glory in your baggage and bring it down to the man as a tribute — a bit
of balsamn, a bit of honey, wax, lotus, pistachios, and almonds. 12 And take with
you double the money, and the money that was returned in the mouth of your
sacks return in your hands; perhaps it was an oversight. 13 Take your brother,
and arise, return to the man. ¥ And may El Shaddai* grant you mercy before
the man that he may release to you your other brother as well as Benjamin. And

as forme, as | haue been bereaued so I am bereaved.”
wo o * s dibees tande Aanihls manory in their hand . as

WTEITJOSEph came to the house they brought the tribute that was in their
hands to him to the house, and they prostrated themselves to him toward the
ground. 2" He inquired after their welfare, and he said, “Is your aged father of
whom you spoke at peace? Is he still alive?”

28 They replied, “Your servant our father is at peace; he still lives,” and they
bowed and prostrated themselves.

2 Then he lifted up his eyes and saw his brother Benjamin, his mother’s son,
so he said, “Is this your ‘little’ brother of whom you spoke to me?” And he said,
“Cod be gracious to you, my son.”

3 Then Joseph rushed because his compassion for his brother had been
stirred and he wanted to weep; so he went into the room and wept there.

2

3! He washed his face and went out, fortified himself and said, “Serve food."”
32 They served him separately and them separately and the Egyptians who ate
with him separately, for the Egyptians could not bear to eat food with the
Hebrews, it being loathsome to Egyptians. 33 They were seated before him, the
firstborn according to his seniority and the youngest according to his youth. The
men looked at one another in astonishment.

3% He had portions that had been set before him served to them, and Ben-
Jamin’s porfion was five times as much as the portion of any of them. They
drank and became intoxicated with him.
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and your servants will have brought down

the hoariness of your servant our father in

sorrow to the grave. 3 Because your ser-
vant took responsibility for the youth from

my father saying, If I do not bring.him to -

* you then [ will have sinned to my father for
all time.' 3 Now, please let your servant
remain in place of the youth as a servant to
my lord, and let the youth go up with his
brothers. 34 For how can I go up to my fa-
ther if the youth is not with me, lest [ see
the evil that will befall my father!”

45 11 NJow Joseph could not endure in the
presence of all who stood before him,
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s0 he called out, “Remove everyone from be-

fore me!l” Thus no one stood with him when

Joseph made himself known to his brothers,

2 He gave [forth] his voice in weeping.

- Egypt heard, and. Pharaoh’s household
heard,

3 And Joseph said to his brothers, “ am
Joseph. Is my father still alive?” But his
brothers could not answer him because
they were left disconcerted before him,

4Then Joseph said to his brothers,
“Come close to me, if you please,” and
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At the root of the precept lies the purpose that a person should
realize the analogy in his soul, as he withdraws from people, that on
account of a sin a person withdraws from all good-—so that he should

. turn back from his evil way. In this vein our Sages of blessed memory
sald :3 With his evil gossip he brought division between a man and his
wife, between a man and his fellow; therefore let his tent be outside
the camp. 4 And it is therefore ﬁtung that he should call out to every
man to turn away from him.

One great rule prevails in all these matters: By the yardstick with
which a man rgeasures, by that is he measured. 5 Now, many do not
know the meaning of this apothegm, for they believeitisto be explained
in regard to the Eternal Lord, blessed is He, by the example of human -
recompense: because everyone pays his fellow back according to the -
good that he does for him, or according to the evil. But this is not
the case with the Eternal Lord (blessed is He)—perish the thought!
For with the Eternal Lord, blessed is He, there is nothing but goodness,
kindness and mercy always. At every time, at every hour, His goodness
is prepared for everyone who is worthy to receive it; the guardian of
Israel neither slumbers nor sleeps (Psalms 121: 4). Hence, when the Sages
of blessed memory said about Him (blessed is He), 5 “By the yardstick
with which a man measures, by that he is measured,” it was meant to

convey that according to a man’s action, whether for goodness or for -
=

the opposite, he is-gauged to receive reward. For always, within th
subject on which a person sets all his thoughts and does his activity, |
his very example will blessing be drawn to him, or the reverse i
Thus Scripture states, For He does not aﬂhct out of His heart or gr
' the sons of men-(Lamentations 3:33); and it is written, hkewme, For Th
" are not a God who delights in wickedness (Psalms 5: ). In other words
_the Eternal Lord (be He blessed) will not declare any human bemt
guilty out of a desire of His for condemnation, since the good God'
lights in goodness for the world. It is but man who sentences hlmsel
when he swerves from the upnght path and removes from himself the
preparations-that made him ready to receive goodness. An illustratio
for this would be a man walking on a straightforward path fre: 5
stones or anything that rmght cause stumbling, but the pathhada fe
" of thorns on either side; along he came and scratched himself on
- fence, and he was bruised. It truly cannot be said about this man-
the Eternal Lord had any wish for his bruise. Rather, he was the cause i



